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STUDY DESCRIPTION 
 
SADA 0139 
 
TITLE: Census 2001: 10% Sample       
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Statistics South Africa (STATSSA) 
 
DEPOSITOR: Statistics South Africa 
 
ORGANISATION HOUSING THE DATA: 
Statistics South Africa 
Private Bag x44 
Pretoria, 0001 
South Africa 
Tel: (012) 310 8600 
Fax: (012) 310 8500 
Email: info@statssa.gov.za 
Web: http://www.statssa.gov.za 
 
SERIES DATA: 
Series name: Principal Investigator: Currently available: 
Census  Statistics South Africa 1991 
Census   Statistics South Africa 1985 
Census  Statistics South Africa 1980 
Census Statistics South Africa 1970 
Census  Statistics South Africa 1996: 10% Sample 
Census  Statistics South Africa 2001: 10% Sample 
 
KEYWORDS: Census; Population census 
 
SUMMARY: Every person present in South Africa on Census night, 9-10 October 2001, should 
have been enumerated in Census 2001. The enumeration primarily took place over the period of 
10 October to 30 October. However, in some situations, it was necessary to continue 
enumeration through to November to ensure that as many people possible were included. Most 
respondents were interviewed, although in certain circumstances respondents were asked or 
allowed to complete the questionnaires themselves. Self enumeration occurred in fewer than five 
percent of cases. 
 
DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES: Age, gender, level of education, marital status, migration, use of 
health services, economic activity, unemployment, employment and self-employment. 
 
IMPORTANT VARIABLES: Age, gender, levels of literacy and skill; income, occupation, housing 
situations, land rights, agricultural interests, community needs, membership of community 
organization, access to education facilities, health services and transport. 
 
UNIVERSE: Households in the nine provinces of South Africa  
 
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION: South Africa 
 
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION: Survey Questionnaire 
 
SAMPLING DESIGN:  
This sample is a 10% unit level sample drawn from Census 2001 as follows: 
 
4.1 Households: 
 A 10% sample of households in housing units, and 
 A 10% sample of collective living quarters (both institutional and non-institutional) and 
the homeless.  
 
4.2 Persons: 
 A sample consisting of all persons in the households and collective living quarters, and 
the homeless, drawn for the samples described above in 4.1.  
 
4.3 Mortality 
 A sample consisting of all mortality information for the households in housing units 
drawn in the 10% sample of households. 
 
WEIGHTING FACTORS: Both the 10% household and person sample files contain a weight 
variable. This weight variable is the adjustment factor for undercount (for households or persons 
as appropriate) multiplied by 10 to inflate the 10% samples to the relevant population. In the 
person records, aggregated totals of sparsely populated codes, such as very old ages, might 
differ substantially from real totals due to sampling fluctuations – no scaling of the weights was 
done. In the household records aggregated totals will be approximately equal to real totals. 
Mortality was not adjusted for undercount and therefore there is no weight variable.   
 
UNITS OF OBSERVATION: Households 
 
DATE OF DATA COLLECTION:  
 
EXTENT OF DATA COLLECTION: 6 zipped data files and machine-readable documentation. 
 
FILE SPECIFICATIONS: 
Part 1: Geography data 
 Number of cases:   948 592 
 Number of records:   948 592 
 Number of records per case:  1 
 Logical Record length   72 
 Number of variables:   35  
 Number of kilobytes:   4 444 KB 
 
Part 2: Households data 
 Number of cases:   948 592 
 Number of records:   948 592 
 Number of records per case:  1 
 Logical Record length   72 
 Number of variables:   35  
 Number of kilobytes:   3 701 KB 
 
Part 3: Household Imputation Flag data 
 Number of cases:   948 592 
 Number of records:   948 592 
 Number of records per case:  1 
 Logical Record length   72 
 Number of variables:   35  
 Number of kilobytes:   9 951 KB 
 
Part 4: Mortality data 
 Number of cases:   36 267   
 Number of records:   36 267   
 Number of records per case:  1 
 Logical Record length   72 
 Number of variables:   35  
 Number of kilobytes:   252 KB 
 
Part 5: Persons data 
 Number of cases:   3 725 655 
 Number of records:   3 725 655 
 Number of records per case:  1 
 Logical Record length   72 
 Number of variables:   35  
 Number of kilobytes:   25 440 KB 
 
Part 6: Persons Imputation Flag data 
 Number of cases:   3 725 655 
 Number of records:   3 725 655 
 Number of records per case:  1 
 Logical Record length   72 
 Number of variables:   35  
 Number of kilobytes:   81 098 KB 
 
 
RESTRICTIONS: None 
 
NOTES:  
 
DATE STUDY ADDED: 
18 May, 2005 
 
 
 
 
